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the bonds of the family, the Church, and the State.
While materialism contributed in a considerable measure to bring about the Revolution, the Revolution did little to diffuse materialism and much to discredit it. A reaction set in. A vast intellectual and moral change, the causes of which have not yet, perhaps, been adequately traced, came over the European mind. Religion, poetry, literature, science, philosophy, were all permeated and quickened by a new and deeper spirit. The consequence was that materialism lost its hold on men's minds and sank into general contempt The generation that admired Goethe and Schiller, Wordsworth and Coleridge, Fichte, Schelling, Hegel, Cousin, Hamilton, could only wonder that a theory so poor and shallow as materialism had ever exerted a wide and powerful influence. It seemed as if its day were past; as if'it could never return, except, perhaps, in some very subtle and refined form.
But it is not to be hoped that materialism will ever quite be got rid of, so long as the constitution of the human mind and the character of human society remain substantially what they are. Physical nature and its laws explain much, and so long as the human mind is prone to exaggeration, and education is imperfect and one-sided, and society is more under the influence of the seen than the